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My worst nightmare IS ... to have to stop promising scientific work.

The most exciting thing about my research is ... a lot of wonderful (chemical) surprises.

| lose track of time when ... I am thinking about the infinity of time for both the past and the future.
My favorite author is ... Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.

In retrospect I would never again ... watch bad films or sport on TV (but I still do this sometimes).
M y favorite pieces of music are ... some sonatas by Skryabin (a Russian composer).

My favorite saying is ... (after Kuz’ma Prutkov (pseudonym)) “It is impossible to grasp the
ungraspable”.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been ... the discovery of the DNA
double helix as an explanation of heredity.

I chose chemistry as a career because ... I was very curious about molecules that exist but can’t be seen.

M y not-so-secret passion is ... to perform the most difficult (and sometimes dangerous) experiments
by myself.

It 1 were not a scientist, I would be ... a gardener, or rather a surgeon.

My most exciting discovery to date has been ... skeletal transformations in fullerenes, which will

become better understood in the future.
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